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1 EN we confider the Prog reſs 
that is made in the Debasfüre 
from Chaftity among the Females, 
far the Faſhion has advanced of 
curtailiug the Female Apparel, it will not 
be a Doubt, but thete is a conſulted Pur- 


and how 


_ Chaſtity, and the Laying aſide all Apparel 
 Whatſoever, The Conduct of the Ladies 
in appearing in Publick quite Naked, from 
the Top of the Head, almoſt to the Waiſt, 

_ difcoveting their Neck, Shoulders; Breaſt, 

and part of their Waiſt quite bare, and 
ſhortening their Petticoats almoſt to the 
- Knees, lufficiently ſhew their Intention 
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of returning to the 0 Cuſtom of going 7 
_ ſtark-naked ; and if any ſhould doubt the 
Truth of a "Debs n to ſhake off all Prejudi- 
ces that favour. Chaſtity too, let Pin but 
conſider how induſtrious they have been 
in contriving all Means of ſhewing the 
World their Contempt of -it; their appearizig 


at Maſquerades more frequently than before - 
they were underſtood to be calculated for 
Intrigue; let him conſider the Behayiour of 


the Ladies at that Diverſion; let him remem- f 
ber that thoſe called modeſt Ladie 


uſed by every Means to ſhew their Cntempt 


for Women of Pleaſure, have of! fate ſet 
the up as Patterns of Imitation in Dreſs 
and Behaviour; let him conſider the great 


Increaſe of late of Routs and Cargi-Affem- 
blies, thoſe deminaries of Intrigue, contrived 
to give Ladies an Opportunity of indulging 
their amorous Inclinations, without the Fear 
of Interruptions from Fathers and Huſbands; 
in Which Academies of Venus, though the 
Fair are ſometimes liable to the Frowns of 
that capricious Dame, Fortune, which make 
them indebted to the Gentlemen, they are 
at the fame Time furniſhed with a conve- 


nient Opportunity of diſcharging thoſe Debts, 


which (I ſuppoſe) have obtained the Ap- 
pellation of 2 of © Honour, being for the 


moſt part diſcharged at her Expence. But 


oe all, ] would have him dale the · 
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gteat K they give to Plays 
that ſeem wrote purpoſely to bring Modeſ- 
ty and Chaſtity into Contempt; their con- 
font Attendance at ſuch-lewd and immodeſt 


Performances; the frequent Information we 


receive from the Bills, that The Old Batchelor, 
or The London Cuckold, are to be performed, 


By particular Defre of ſeveral Ladies of Di- 4 | 


 flinttion, The free and unreſerved Manner in 


Which every Lady will talk of their having FTE 


ſeen ſuch Plays, and declare the Pleaſure | 5 


they 


afford them, and even diſcover the 


Kifeltion they paid to ſome of the moſt in- 


decent Scenes, by repeating ſome Paſſages 


which lead to the moſt ſtriking Sentiments, 


leaving the reſt to the Reflection of the 


Company, or to be repeated by ſome waggiſn 
Blade, who will put them to the Trouble 


of counterfeiting a Bluſh, in Compliance 
with old Cuſtom, by ſpeaking what they 
would not have concealed. 
believe no Doubt can remain, but ſuch a 


Reformation is on Foot; ſo much to the 


Honour of the Fair Sex, and the Advantage 
* & *— 

But great as theſe Advantages will be, I 
expect, there will be ſome Oppoſition to this 
Reformation; I know the Prejudices of 


Education will raiſe Difficulties to obſtruct wn, Siga 
it, and there is no > Deſign | in den Pool- 


"A - by "0b. 


After, all this, 


* TEX ” as HASTE 
N ö l : 
\ = 


mo b = + OO,» 
ticks, or Morality, ſo perfect, that will not 
be objected. to, by one ſet of Men or other. 
Though we may hope that Preſbyterians, 
Who are ſuch Enemies to the ee 
would be glad to ſtrip off the Shift, yet, We 
may fear that Niue in Religion, 
will de likewiſe Diſſenters from our Refor- 
mation; but I ſhall'endeavour in the fol- 
lowing Sheets to reconcile People of all 
Opinions and Perfuaſions to the Project in 


1 Dos | Hand. 

fs l am ſenſible many of n my Fihdie Readers, 
il | | will cenſure my Ukdettakins: ſome of them 

il, | will look upon a Vindication of them, es a 


_ feat Confeſſion, that their Conduct ſtands 
in Need of it, in my own Opinion; but 
when they ſhall have peruſed the following 
Sheets, 25 will judge differently; they will 
1 0 find that I have undertaken this Vindication, | 
| of not from a Perſuaſion that their Conduct re- 
il || Des quired it, but that the Prejudices in theMinds 
j 28 of its. Oppoſers, make ſuch a one neceſſary ; | 
they will perceive, in the Sequel, that in 
| my own Opinion, and that.of man Thou- 
= ſands beſides, a Vindication is ſo far from 
1 being neeflary, that any Vindication of their - 
late Conduct would be perfectly uſeleſs, 
| Other Females perhaps imagining that 
_ all the World muſt ſee, how. blameleſs the 
bo | Female Condudt 1 is, will think me a weak, ſil- 
ly Fellow,” to —_— a Proof of what 83 | 
n 


N tn). 2 
| Person! is ha in; or at leaſt 1 0 mould 
be ſo blind as not to perceive this Truth, they 
believe me as ſimple to think of convincing 
them of it; as it would be to erpect to prove, 
that the Sun ſhines at Noon, to thoſe who 
deny it; or that Snow is white if any ſhoold 
aſſert che contrary. But Whatever is the 
Ladies Opinion, or mine about their great 
Merit, I cannot believe it is as clear to ever! 
Perſon that their Behaviour is ſpotleſs, as It 
is that the Sun ſhines at Noon, or that the 
Snow is white; and this makes it neceſſary for 
me to remove whatever prevents their appear- 
ing in their proper Light; and hinders Peo- 
pls from forming a ju/t Opinion of them. _ 
There are ſome too who will condemn 
me, from an Apprehenſion of my betray- 
ing that Cauſe T pretend to maintain, by 
divulging the Secrets of it before it is out 
of the Power of Oppoſers to defeat it: but 
let not the Ladies be under any Concern on 
this Account, for I ſhall preſently ſhew that 
- the: Reformation intended by them, is ſo 
far advanced, that it is out of the Power of 
all human Malice, to throw them back into 
that State of Modeſty and Chaſtity they ſeem 
ſo apprehenſive of: the only Power the Ad- 
verſaries have, is to retard, not prevent the 
completing this Reformation; befides upon 
conſidering the Diſpoſitions of both Sexes, 
1 find them ſo little 57gorted to the Cauſe 
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of Virtue, and. the Minds of moſt People 


are now ſo well prepared for this Change, 
that I am fo, far from fearing! any conſidera- 
ble Oppoſition, that I expect a ready Con- 
currence from almoſt every Perſon, to haſ- 
ten the Conſummation of. it, which 1s the 


Deligo of theſe. Sheets. 41114: ee i 10 1 uz 


Others there are who, though Friends 
to. the Reformation, object to my Deſign 


3 bringing it about ſo ſuddenlyʒ they think |. 
' their Advantages will not be: as great as 


others, and what they are to contribute will 
be more conſiderable; ſuch are Huſbands 
and Fathers. They conſider it is too 1666 
for them to enjoy the Benefit of ſuch a 


free Intercourſe ot Love, being ſomewhat = 


advanced in Vears, and having entered 


into the matrimonial State, and would 


therefore defer the Time of compleating it, 
as they do not care to part with their 
Daughters and Wives, whom: Cuſtom has 
given them an Affection for; though they 
would have been ready Friends to the 
Cauſe, had their Conſent and Aſſiſtance been 


. called for at an earlier Time of Life; but 1 


ſhall. remove the Oppoſition of a Gen- 


tlemen, when I ſhew them they will be no 


mall Gainers, tho they may not have con- 


ſidered it; and as the leſſer Good ſhould 
always give Way to the greater, the Objec- 
tion which 1 is raiſed. by Affection, and * 

f wh in an A ge, ſo Prudenthy follicitous about 


lucrative 


1 


1 lucrati ve Matters, inſtantly vaniſh, when the 
Argument drawn from Intereſt and Gain is 
_ thrown into the oppolite Scale 
1 cannot help confeſſing that if a Propo- 
ſal, that the Females ſhould go ſtark naked, 
had been made in the Days "of Queen Eli. 
Zubeth, when the Fair ox” were ſo induſtri- 
ous in (concealing. their Charms, by a Su- 


perfluity of Cloathing, when the Head Dreſs. 
ſeryed as much to conceal a beautiful Face, 


as for Warmth, and the envious Ruff about 


the Neck, made a well turned Neck and 


ſnowy Boſom unnoticed, as unſeen; when 


the Quantity of Petticoats, and the Length b 
of the Trains rendered the well made Leg, 
and the beautiful thin Heel no Ornament 
to the Poſſeſſor, one muſt i imagine the Pro- 
poſal would have been as much oppoſed by 
every female Voice, as it is now encou- 


raged by every Practice of that Sex. But 
as the Fair Sex have now laid aſide thoſe 


rigid Notions of Modeſty, and are wil- 


ling thoſe Charms which ſeem defign'd as 
the Ornament of their Sex, and the De- 


light of the oppoſite, ſhould. be expoſed, 


and ſet in that Light, which ſeems beſt 
calculated for that Effect, I am encouraged x 


5 oe proceed in my undertaking, 


So important a Change as this under Con- | 
ſideration, will (I dare ſay) make every one 
curious to > know, by what Means ſuch a Re- 
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volution, 
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volution, ! in che moral Bat fibionableWforld 


came into the Heads of the Ladies; at rhat 


Time, and who was the Author of it. I be- 
keve he will be ſomewhat ſurpria d when he 
is told, it began ſo long. ago as the Reign: of 

Ning Charles I. and that Milton was the Au- 
thor of it. But his Surg prize will ceaſe; and 
he will. be convinced 5 the Truth of ** 


when he Has read over four or five R 


It ſcarce ever happens that any 2 Ale | 
terötiön Is made. either in Relig] ion, liticks, 


or Morality, but the Seeds of it have. been 
laid ſome Time before. There! is no Neceſſity 


for ſupporting this Propoſition by Examples 


drawn from Hiſtory, for the recian; and. 
Roman Story. is fo full of them, that every 
Reader can eaſily ſupply themſelves; modern 


Hiſtorians too, carry you back into very diſ- 


tant Times tr” the Springs and Cauſes of 
reeent Events; my Coontiymen ſhew great 
Sagacity in this: 1 have known ſome look 
for the Cauſes of the Rebellion, under King 
Charles I. in the Reformation under Henry 
VIII. and the other Day an Author wrote 
a Folio to prove the Seeds of the Revolution | 
were laid at the Reſtor oration ;. and it will 
not demand the Abilities and Sagacity of a 
Guthrie, or à Ralph, to prove the Seeds of 
this Reformation were laid at the Time, ſo 


glorious: 4 Olle was attempted to reſtore 


natural Liberty, and 1 root out thoſe Notions | 
that 


| (any 


that introduced od ſupported. Government, 
and particularly that which is called Monar- 
chical. This Species was more odious to 
the wiſe Levellers, than a Republic, or a 
1 ISA Government, as it is the only Sort 


of 


overnment that can properly, bear that 
Name, being ſo. fixt, and. ſtable in itſelf, as 


to make all Attempts to ſubvert it ineffectual; 9 


| whereas the other two tend conſtantly. to 


their own. Diſſolution... This made either of 


them preferable to Monarchy, as they would 


produce what the Levellers ſo much deſired 


Anarchy, viz. a State, without Government, 
without Laws, thoſe human Infringements, 


(as they term'd them) on the natural Liber- 


ty of every rational Being, and free: Agent. 

When there was ſo glorious a Spirit of 
1 in this Nation, when ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion was in every Perſon to reſtore the Or- 
der of Nature, can we believe that ſuch a 
Reformation as this in Agitation, could eſ- 
cape the Notice of thoſe Times? No, we 
ſhall find it was not neglected by the great 
Milton, whoſe Fame will ever be as glorious 
for the Part he has had! in this Reformation, 
as for: the Defence he made for the People of 
Great Britain, againſt | Salmatius and his 
Party; who condemned the Beheading our 
King, and introducing the State of Anarchy 


we ſo happily enen from: ien Time to 10 
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What convinces me that this great Al | 
ther gave riſe to this Reformation, is 4 


Paſſage in his Maſque of Comus, printed a 


few. Vears before the Troubles broke out; 
and if any ſhould doubt ſo great a Change 
ſhould ſpring from ſuch an Original as theſe 
Lines, I muſt remind them that the Romans 
at the great Seceſſion to Mons ſacer were | 
brought to peaceable Terms, by Agripps' 8 
Sry of the Belly and Members; and that 
the Romans became that martial People, and 

the Head of the World, from the Diſcovery 3 
of theHorſe's Head'i in the Foundation where 
the Capitol ſtood ; two Points among many 
others, Which have been inſiſted upon by 
 Romun Hiſtorians, and have paſſed Ade 
Controverſy. But Teſt this Point inſiſted 

upon by me ſhould ſeem more unlikely than 
either of thoſe juſt mentioned, I will for the 
Honour I bear the Divine Milton for his 

Attachment to the Antiroyaliſts, endeavour 
to ſhew that this preſent Blefing is like wiſe 
owing to his Labours; and that he laid the 
Seeds of this anner when the other | 
Was on tt. 
hope to convince my frame, that by bis ; 
| Means, while the Men were plotting to ſtrip 
the Prerogative, their Wives and Daughters 
were contriving to 15 themſelves, and la- 

bored as much to free themſelves from the 
Incumbrances, and Reſtraints, impoſed on 
chem ve the gh and modeſt Queen Eliga- 

| ' beth, 


| beth, as the Men did t des the In. "PN 5 
veniences they thought themſelves ſubject to, 
from the Prerogative under King Charles I. 
and if the Reformers in Politicks deſigned 


totally to aboliſh the Prerogative, our Re- 
formers were oonttifing! as TER to V0 11d 
of all „„ 
The Method he took to convey. FEY In- 
: fresse fo the Ladies was, by inſerting in 
that beautiful Poem, thoſe Lines which he 
intended ſhould bring about this great Event. 
His great Knowledge in the Practices of the 
Ancients helped him to this Artifice, he 
well knew the Influence Poetry had on the 
human Mind, and the great Effects Gene- 
rals, Philoſophers, Lawgivers, and the Prieſts 
wrought. by the Means of Poetry ; Oracles 


pere delivered in it, Laws: and | {Morality 


were inforced by it on the Minds of. Men, 
and the Atheman Tyrtius, inſpired by his 
_ Verſes, ſuch Courage into the Spartans, that 
they conquered their Enemies the Meſenians, 
who till then had been victorious; ; and the 
numberleſs Examples which Hiſtory fur- 
niſhes of the Efficacy of Poetry, made our 
Divine Poet have recourſe to his Skill in that 
Art, to recommend the Precepts he wanted 
to inculcate, to work the Ladies to a Refor- 
mation; this he has done by addreſſing the 
Ladies, in a Speech which Comus makes to 
the Lady in that Maſque; in which he has 
e ” ad. 


= 3 hg 
— ſuch Arguments — that Fo 
natural Faſhion, of concealing their Charms, 
and againſt that Coyneſs of theirs, and ſtrict 
Obſervance of Chaſtity, refraining from a 
free Indulgence in thoſe Pleaſures they ” 
formed for, with ſuch Art and Elo 
that we are not to wonder they ſhould | pro- 
duce the Effects we attribute: to them; it 
would be rather wonderful if the Ladies had 
not reformed ſo much as they have done, 
after receiving theſe Precepts e in the 
following Lines „ 98 | 


| « OFooliſhneſs of Men! that lend their. 
Ears.” . _. 
| To theſe Budge Doctors of the $toie Fer; 3 
| And fetch hy: CIOS the Wet 
Paalfite the lean and fallow Fran 


| Wherefore did Nature pane her Bounti ties 
Se! for th — 
With ſuch a full and cnichdcowing hand,” 
Covering the Earth with Odours, Fruits, 
-; ang ee, 
Thronging the Seas with Span innu-/ 
N merable, | 
| But all to pleaſe, and fate thee Anden TaſteF- 
Liſt, Lady; be not 18 ad be not co- F 
"Bend > 
With that fame raunted Nar ame Virgialty': 
IP Beauty 


6 —- 
Beauty is Nature S Coin, muſt not be 
boarded, 


"But muſt be bun d. 2664 * 


Conſiſts i in mutual and ee Bliſs, 
Unſavouxy in the Enjoy ment of itſelf; 
If you let Jer flip Time, like a neglected Roſe, 
It withers on the Stalk with languiſh' d 


Head. 


Beauty is Natures Brag, g, and hd be ſhewn 


* — at Feaſts, and high Solemnities, 
oft may wonder at the Work- | 


ney " manthip. E 

It is for homely Features to 1540 home, 

They had their N ame thente {4 coarſe 

_ Complexions, 

; And Cheeks of ſorry Grain will e to ply 

_ Ths Samplar, and to tele the Houſewife 8 
Wool. 

: What need a Vermil-tinur'd Lip for "RY | 

2 —_ or Treſſes like the 

nr 


There was another Meaning in theſe Gifts, 


Think what, and be adviſed, Fo are e but 
- young yet.” CO Bae 2 


Ta add to the Probability ty, OS this I 
ſage produced this Reformation; it is Plain 


| —. ſome Lines of Mr. Pope's; that it be- 


1 gan about this Time; 3 for wah he i 18 ſpeak- 
ing of the enſuing Reign, he ſhews the Re- N 


formation had * a ene . 


N 


— — 
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Os No os vile Obſcenity ny 6nd, 


(&) 


1 1 
14 * i. 1 


Tho! Wit and Ave confp1 n to move: Your 
Mind; ene 

But Dulneſs wich Obſcenity: sf TTY 

As ſhameful ſure as Impotence ip Love. 

In the · fat Age, of Pleaſure, Wealth, and 

T 

Sprung the rank Weed, "_ thriv'd with | 
large Increaſe :.- + 

When Love was all an n cal Mona 's 
Care; e CofE] | 

Seldom in Council,” never in a War: - 

Jilts rul'd the State, n Statolinen F arces 

wWrit; 

Nay Wits had Penfi ions, and young Lords | 

had Wit: 


ü F he Fair fat panting at a Courtier' q """Y 


* 


And not a Maſk went unimprov'd away: 
The modeſt Fan was lifted up no more, 
And Virgins ſmil'd at what 7 8 yp d 

| before,” AA 2 adn 


po we Ga the Ladies had Bb fo ks 


derable a Progreſs in ſo ſhort a Time, we 


may believe that if they had continued with. 
the ſame Spirit, the Reformation had been 


compleated long before this. But it has met 
with ſeveral Impediments, the Revolution 
Vas a great Obſtacle, to it, as appears from 
the Feen it underwent from thoſe 8 


3. e | cictics, 3 


. 
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. eietles, who ſtiled themlelves CorreQors of 


| Manners, and the Cate of Queen Ann, who. 
was no leſs a Bigot to Modeſty, and Chaſtity; 
than Queen Elizabeth, had like to have de- 
feated the whole Deſign, by the Perſecution 
(I muſt call it ſo) of the Stage, prohibiting 
any profane and bawdy Plays being exhibit- 
= without which the Reformation can ne- 
_ be perfectly brought about. But Thanks 
to the Fair by that good Quality in them, 
which. is by 1 miſcalled Obſtinacy, and 
the Intercourſe ſeveral of them have of late 
had with thoſe of France, ſo remarkable for 
their Departure from Modeſty and Chaſtity, 
this Reformation has retrieved the Loſſes it 
ſuſtain'd from the Obſtacles above mention'd, 
and the Endeavours of the preſent Reign to 
oppoſe it, and has not only arrived at the 
4 Pitch i it was at, in the Reign of K. Charles II. 
but has proceeded much aride the Ladies 
were not at that Time more fond of frequent- 
ing luſcious Plays, at which they ſat panting 
like our modern Ladies; and if then they 
had got the better of that ſimple Practice of 
holding up the modeſt Fan, and bluſhing at 
_ thoſe. Paſſages which ought to make them 
ſmile, our modern Females ſurpaſs them in 
theſe Articles, they can ſit in a front Box and 
ſmile at witty Obſcenity, and pant at the 
Luſcious, with their bare Faces, whereas 
thoſe. of King Charles's * ime had not ſo far 
S 1 3 
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got the better of thoſe FROM for o- 


deſty, as to c to wo eee without 
a Maſk. 


1 known 5 the ; 1 Difficulties this 


5 Reformation has met W hitherto, hath a- 
riſen from the Reverence Men of every Age 


have had for thoſe who have lived before 
them; and the greateſt Oppoſition that is 


now to be fear'd, is that which will be oc- 


caſioned by the Veneration among ſome for 
their Anceſtors, which is not yet rotally laid 
aſide; but I doubt not when [ig have com- 
par'd the Underſtanding of our Forefathers, 


| and that of their  Poſterity, we ſhall no 


longer doubt: aon which __ the preference | » ; 
to be given. 

We will ſappoſe tack: a Reformation ns 
this had been propoſed two or three Ages 


ago, (for we know how it was received aͥn 
Age ago) and if we find the Oppoſition it 


would have met with would ariſe from the 
Ignorance of the Times, and have any Rea- 
to believe the Reception it has met with 


in theſe latter Days, is owing to the De- 


parture from thoſe Prejudices, and the Im- 


provement of our Underſtandings, every 
Perſon will quit their Oppoſition which was 


created by any Veneration wo bear for _ 


It i 18 gonant Ie that thoſe Men, religious ev even 


5 10 Superſtition, moral and virtuous, even to 
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| Ffoiciſm, bigotted to the Intereſt of their 
Country, and its Liberty, even to the Mad- 
neſs of the Romans, would have looked upon 
a Propoſal ro part with Modeſty and Chaſ⸗- 


tity, with as much Deteſtation, as one to re- 


ceive the Alcoran, or repeal Magna Charta. 


Nay, their Prejudices were ſo ſtrong, that 
they could not have been *prevailed upon to 
conſent, that their Wives and Daughters 
ſhould part with Chaſtity, that Jewel, ſo 
highly valued by Matrons and Virgins from 
theearlieft Times, by any Arguments, ſhew- 
| Ing that they might reap numberleſs Advan- 
tages by the Reformation. Trade had not 
yet taught them the Value of Self- Intereſt. 


hey Were not ſo well informed as to know, 


that by a ee was meant a Man in 
that in the City-Phraſe, a good 


. 
5 


Haut it muſt be allowed, we have in theſe 
enlightth'd Days, at length parted with'thoſe 
Prejudices, which kept in Ignorance thoſe 


who lived in the dark Times juſt mention'd; 


and have made ſuch wonderful Reformations, 


both in the” religions, moral, and political 


State, that Mr. Pope, in whoſe Time Men 
had made great Progreſs in laying afide all 
hey Prejudices, hath Aid, ſpeaking of his 
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And we bars brought the 8 717 
ſtanding now to that. Perfection, that we 
have by the mere Force of Genius, without 
the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, enquired, into 


the Myſteries of Religion, with that Free- 
dom 5 Acuteneſs, that we may pronounce 


that Mankind in Ages paſt, did not deſerve 
the Appellation of reaſonable Creatures, Who 


were deaf to the Voice of Reaſon, relying only 
on Revelation for their Creed. Len Was 


* 


Nader N 223 are LOS Reafon, to pen Un- 


derſtanding of every. Cobler or old Woman; | 
no ſuch wile Undertaking warthy. the, La- 


bours of a Being, endowed with that, high 
Prerogative of Reaſon, employ d the wiſe 


Men of thoſe Times. They were ſatisfied 


with their Bible, and de fired O other. Rea- 


ſon for their Belief of. a God, than his Hand- 


Writing; no other Proof of Chriſtianity, than 
5 the Revelation of it from him, who (they 
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twent 
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not, {6 readily join, in this, Reforpiion 
They will now, I doubt not, ſeeing that any. 
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ſay). cannot . deceive; they had but one 
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Proof of a God, vis. his Word, we have 
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{ 0 


beſides the Arguments of thoſe 


Ve wrote on the other Side, Which 


muſt, be . allowed great Hep, e Beit. 


* 


ommand of God in relation to the Trinity, 


1 5 ad but one Reaſon. to believe the 


Which they had from Revelation ; We have 


the Aſſiſtance of twenty Volumes on a Side, 


in 4 Controverly beryeen, tyro Bilbops, a* | 
bout the Explanation of this Myſtery; thus ._ * 

their Reaſons for their Belief, muſt be as | 
lance on one Book, , is. worſe than that on a 
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no agreeable Taſk, for me to 


make this Compariſon; but the Intereſt of 
| the Cauſe made it neceſſary to beget a good i 
Opinion, of this Departure from the Inſti- 


„ ' 1 E , 3 * 1 1 
tutions of their Anceſtors, in thaſe, w ho 


from the Veneration they bear for them, can- 


5 8 this would have met with fromm 
their 


neeſtors, malt have aroſe from their 


4 1 * 


Ignorance and Prejudices, admire the Reſo- 


ien of their Country-Women, in throw 
ing off the Incumbrances of Dreſs, and Ob- 


ſtacles to the free Enjoyment” of their amo- 
rous Wiſhes, and do the utmoſt in their 
power to forward the Reformation. 
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Bat it may not be | improper to conſider 
more Carty, the Rezſonableneſs of that 
part of the Reformation, that the Females 
ſhall go naked. My pretty Countrywomen 
conſider no doubt that Nature never de- 
ſigned to make Nuns of them, and that the 
Veil was an, Inſtitution merely human, and 
not natural. They look upon thoſe Faſhions 
of concealing their Charms, to haye aroſe 
from a Conſciouſneſs of ſome Deformity, „ 
it cannot be thought that Nature deſigned 
they ſhould conceal, what ſhe made orna- 
mental. As they were therefore born naked 
they believe Nature meant they ſhould con- 
tinüe ſo. The Propriety of this Way of 
Thinking of theirs, will appear from con- 
ſiderin; g the Story of Eve, in which we ſhall 
diſcover her Motive for the Invention « of 8 
parel. We are told whilſt the was. in the. 
State of Innocence; ſhe thought not of any 
Cloathing, but when ſhe was polluted by. 
Sin, and became as ſhe thought, odious to 
the Sight, Dreſs was invented, as we find in 
Milton, whom I rather chuſe to quote than 

the Bible, as the latter may by in the 
Hands. of every polite Reader. You will 
find by him, that her naked Simplicity did 
not ſurvive the Loſs of Innocence. Adam 
Fall,” to her, Hh OM of 9 after the | 
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: Of Wale of Faith, of Purity, . 
Our wonted Ornaments” now. ſold and © 
oy - Rain 4 * 55 FV ; 
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Of foul Concupiſcence; O might I bere 10 
In Solitude live ſavage, in ſome Glade 14g 
Ober d, 'y here higheſt Woods impene- e 
"To Star or Sun Light, Iptead their Um- ; 
"4 rage Broad: _ 
end brown as Evening: cover me ye > Pine es, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable Bows. 
Hide me, where 1 might never be ben 
Tas. e So AE : 
But let us now, as in bad plight, deviſe _———_— 
What beſt n may for the preſent ſerve to 
je parts of each from other, that ſeem DO 
= ph 0 3 2 obnoxious, and unſeemlieſt 1 5 
Some Tree whoſe broad ſmooth Lea Mi 1 ; 
r ion amt 
And girded on our Loins ma) 
Thoſe middle Parts, that this new Comer 
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The Reader now can ſee, , why this unnatu= 
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ral 8 of Dreſs was Fan; and that 
there was no Reaſon for her Daughters to 


follow her Example, unleſs their Charms, 
the Ornaments of Nature, like her's were 
ſoiled and ſtained, and they muſt like her 
reproach themſelves as being unclean; and 


I am not ſurprized, that the modern Fair 


| have an Averfion to that Solitude Adam talks 


of, and to live. in thoſe Glades, obſcured, 
and in impenetrable Woods choſe by their | 
Mother, and ſo wiſely quit them for the 


Mirth and Joy of the City ; and that Dreſs 


which Eve invented to conceal her Shame; 


ſhould be diſregarded by her Daughters, who 


have 10 Sr at all. And ſo eager do they 
ſeem to return to that naked Innocence, 


from which. their Mother fell, that we may 
ſhortly expect to ſee them, if not perfectly 
5 works of the Incumbrance of Dreſs, at leaſt 


it will be reaped to the primitive Sire of 


the Fig Leaf. 


I would have every Perſon, contribute as 


much as they can, to affiſt the Fair in com- 


pleating this Deſig n. I. know, notwith- 


ſtanding what has n faid, People's Minds 
ate not yet fo _ Fhoroughly reconciled to this 
Reformation, as to expect that the Ladies 
can lay alide all Apparel at once; ſo ſudden 
a Change, is rather to be wiſhed, than 
| hoped for; they muſt be contented to make 
; thi Alteration If uh i Wall be my 


ndea- 
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ny | | | | 
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1 -theſe Degrees ſhall be as Py 


dete poſſible. 5 » AA LEES OW Fi ; 7 . 
I have ſpent much Time, and have: aps: 


1 lied myſelf with great Induſtty to aſſiſt the 


in their glorious Undertaking; I have 


| Cs, that theDecreaſe of the lower Part 
of their Garment, may keep pace with the 
upper, a Faſhion to take off as much in pro- 


portion, from the Petticoats, as has lately 


3 been taken from the Stays. I have not ob- 


ſerved any Lady diſcover more of her Legs, 


than to the Calf, therefore to induce them 
to expoſe more of their pretty Limbs, I have 
invented ſome new-faſhion Garters, to tempt 
them to diminiſh the Length of their Petti- 
coats to diſcover theſe Garters; which will 
be a fort of Bracelets, to adorn and ſet off © 
well. ſhaped: Leg, as the beautiful Hand and 
Arm are aſſiſted by the Bracelets on the 
Wriſt ; and that the Decreaſe of the Dreſs 

below, may not be in greater Degrees than 
that above, I have invented a beautiful Gir- 
dle, in Imitation of that famous one worn 
by Venus, which had that valuable Quality 
of creating Love and Defire in every Be- 
holder, for that Female that wore it. If 
therefore the . which now reach a little 
above the Waiſt, ſhall be cut ſo as to reach a 
little below it, every Female that wears this 
Girdle, which ſhall be contriv'd'to ſupply 
| n vacant Part, this laſt leſſening of the Stays 
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5 5 the Men, thas they perceived” before. 


very well prepared for ſuch an Alteration, by 
of having thei Stays 


PR 


bag left, will ſoon become ſonſſble of 4 8 
warmer Affection and more ardent Deſire. 1 


As to this laſt Innovation in their Dreſs! 2 
leſt they ſhould be apprehenfive of its ſhocks. 
ing, as a too haſty Te 
tion of Modeſty, 8 they haveprudetitly” 


_ avoided, by bringing about the 3 1 


by Degrees, I would have them underſtand 
that the Minds! of. moſt People have been 


a late Faſhion prudently-introduged by them, 
thaped-1o: as to make 
them appear with Child; and the Advantage 
the Ladies reaped from them was ſo-great, 
that I am aware ſome Objections will be 
raiſed againſt, laying them aſide: for beſides 


| the Service they did the Reformation,” they 


ſerved to prevent a Diſcovery of thoſe Ladies, 


5 whoſe ſtolen Amours had made an Alteration 
in their Shape, by thoſe People who were 


not yet brought to think it was a Matter 


meritorious, and not of Shame, to _—_ 
ſuch an Alteration. in a Virgin's Shape, 


This Diſcovery was prevented by this And 
fice of making every Female appear in thoſe” 
CO whether ſhe was really ſo or 

Another Reaſon for this Invention, 

vat an ny Deſire of obviating the Illconveni- 
encies theLadles received from one Faſhion; 

"0 * HOY: another ; they found a 
frequent 


to the Aboli-: © 


v 


| frequent, Check to their Inclinations, by thay | 


not but they will readily give up all; Oppo- 


ſition to' this. Delpn, 
Por firſt as to thoſe Ladies who are 
made uneaſy by thoſe Laws and Cuſtoms, 


that firſt abridged the natural, and free 


Indblgence to our Defires, and prohibited 


the Pleaſures of Love, to all who have 
not ſubmitted: to the conjugal Ceremo- 


ny, and dreading any Diſcovery of, their. 


ſtolen Amours, would be glad to 45 
wes? leans. ſe Stays, 

I would have them underſtand, that this Ar- 

 tifice of the Stays, together with ſome other 

Bhs rh as Fain.” 


\ 


os). 


Palkibis,” Lal} „ to the abo⸗ 
ching Modeſty and Chaſtity, have already 
ſo far Be ent that Obſervance of the. matri- 
monial . Laws,” which | in the former dark 
and ignorant Times, were ſo inviotably ob-. 
ferved, and have ſo far habituated the Minds a 
of both Sexes to a Reformation! in this Point, 
that now any! Method of concealing What 
was once eſteemed their Shame, bas loft it's 
Force, and become utterly unneceſſary: and. 


they may be fatisfied that, when this | 


efor- 
mation has proceeded as far as the wetting 
the Girdle I mentioned, a "Brea each of the 
Laws concerning Matrimony, will be as little 
regarded, as the Breach of thoſe prohibiting 
Gaming, and other genteel Amuſements ona 
Sunday; and the World will be as much re- 
canine that the Women live publickly 
with the Men without the Sanction of the 
nuptial Union, as they have; been for Ages, 
to this Practice among the Men. I 1 
e N we. ; ur 9 appre- 
hended by the other Set of Females 
from parting d theſe Stays, I appre- 
hend they need not fear, but that their 
Inclinations will be as eafily perceived by 
the Men, by the, wearing this Girdle, as 
they were by thoſe Stays they fo much ad- 
mire; beſides I can promiſe them that the 
Effects of this Girdle of Venus, will be ſo 
great, and have ſuch lenk feli upon 
| 8 8 their 


— = EE 
theie. Admirers; that their Sollicitations will 12 
be ſo vehement, that they will not put them 1 
to the diſagrecable Trouble, of this ſo much 
dreaded. Negative Anſwer; for their impe- 
tuous Deſire, will make them ruſh to the En- 
joyment without putting the Queſtion: | Be- 
| tides there is no Reaſon to imagine, when 
the Deſtruction of Modeſty is compleated, 
as it will when my Project of the Girdle 
takes Place, that this Cuſtom of laying Re- 
ſtraints on the Paſſion of Love, introduced 
by the Inventors of Modeſty, ſhould conti- 
nue when that is no more. 
Ils am ſenſible, there are ſeveral among the 
5 Ladies, who are Well-wiſhers to the Refor- 
mation, and yet oppoſe this Faſhion of going 
naked, apprehending it may make their 
N Chartns looſe their Efficacy in raiſing Love 
and Deſire, from their being ſo commonly 
expoſed to publick View. But they forget 
what their good Friends the amorous Poets, 
Who have ever been as little guilty of pro- 
moting Modeſty and Chaſtity, in Breach of 
Nature's Law, as the Females of theſe Days, 
afford in Anſwer to this Objection ;. they 
; who are allowed to be the ſtricteſt Obſervers 
bol Nature, and are guided in all their Works 
by her Dichates, are looked upon as perfect 
Judges of the Power of Beauty, and of 
Love; they have always deſcribed the 
* Graces,” in whom they Mega: to en 8 
| en 
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Form,; #s three paked uri and they 
Dave in the Contention for the Prize of 
Beauty, when each rival Ge Ade $ uſed her 


Art to' ſet off her natural Charms, made 


the Prize obtained by her, Who appeared 
naked before the Julge: Juno hoped for 
Succeſs from the Maj reſty of her Perſon, 
Minerva relied on ter) martial Appearance, 
and came array'd in Arms, but the Queen 
of Love, well knowing the beſt Ornament 


to Female Beauty, was to remove what=. 


ever might obſcure it, appeared before young 


Paris in her naked Charms ; and when 
| her Rivals found her Power over the Judge, 
they called in their ſeveral Powers to affift - 


their inferior harms, and endeavoured to 


influence the Vouth by their mighty Pro- "Te 


miſes. But Venus made an Offer to put 


Paris in Poſſeſſion of a Nymph, poſſeſt of 


all thoſe Charms ſhe perceived had won 
upon the Youth, which triumphed over the 
Promiſe of Power and Dominion, which - 

uno made, and the Succeſs in Arms, and 

rexminence in Wiſdom offered by Miner= 
va, and the Prize was given to the Queen 
of Lobe. But if any of my Female Rea - 
ders ſhould not be ſatisfied with the Autho- 


rity of the Poets, as I am ſenſible fince we 


are become | ſo | efilightened, Authorities 
8 argon, ate but of little Weight, 
3 would 
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1 u ee to them to try the Ex- 
periment, and if they. did not find their 8uc- 
ceſs anſwerable to this poetical Story, I will 

allow their Objection, and let het be co- 


vered as mach as they pleaſe; but eve 


Lady may be ſure when ſhe ſhall ruſh naked 
into the Preſence of her Admirers, he will 
prefer t he Poſſeſſion of her Pet ſon toany Con- i 
ſiderations of Honour; and tho' he ſhould | 
be a grave Judge, of the Common Pleas, for 
Inſtance, he will not leave her diſappointed, . 

to determine a Cauſe in Weſftminſter-Holl;, 


nor will he, tho' he has the Courage of Ge- 


neral Cope, fly from her Embraces, to gather 


Laurels and Glory from a conquer'd Foe. 


As I have now, I hope, removed moſt. 
| ObjeRtions, that would delay the immediate 
Completion of this g/or:ous Defign, I ſhall 
next proceed to ſhew what may be further 
done to ripen and perfect the Reformation. 
The Merit of Mr. Garrick, to whoſe Aſ- 
iftance the Succeſs of it of late is ſo indebted, 
muſt by no Means be paſſed over in Silence. 
It has been obſerved that the Female Modeſty 
has received a fortunate Alteration, fince the 


great Run of his laſt revived Play of the 


Chances. That ſkilful Manager is ſo 


ly acquainted with the human Paſſions, Toe 


he knows how to adapt his Entertainments 
to their Gratification; he was therefore ſa- 
E. chat a Play ſo well calculated for 


the | 
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. TOLL 
the "e's Taſte, would have a {or Run, 
and draw very brillant and crowded: Au- 
diences. 75 1 15 1 n n 
I have heard. 455 adds envious 
| Perſons. ſay, Who are no. leſs Enemies to 
the Reformation, than to that Gentleman, 
that the Avarice of the Manager had made 
him diſregard the Morality and Modeſty of 
the Audience, and that he did not care, 
while he gained the Pence, if every Woman 
in the Houſe loſt her Virtue. But tho I 
think with that Gentleman, and the Em- 
peror + Yeſpafian, who laid a Tax on Urine; 
that, Dulcis odor lucri ex re qualibet; yet I 
believe he is ſo much of a modern Patriot, 
that he prefers the public Intereſt, to his 
private, and that the Reformation was more 
in his View, than any Increaſe in the Re- 
ceipts of the Houſe. He well knew it has 
been the Buſineſs of the Stage in all Ages, 
to reform the Minds of the Audience, he 
therefore determined to revive that Play, i 
well ſuited to the Reformation in View. 
It is with infinite Pleaſure, 1 1 
that Gentleman has the Intereſt of this Cauſe 
ſo much at Heart: But he will excuſe; me 
| when I. Ryan; to cee w him, 


5 


"* The. Emperor 79 2 be aſked * Si; raiſed | 
Money by a Tax on Fins bid the Perſon ſmell at the 
Money, and demanded ol him, if it {melt the worle for | 


: OR Mey ll: in 
ES 5 8 80 20 


x: to” in himſelf * to this Buſs 


neſs, which will not be compleated ſo ſoon 
as I would have it, unleſs he makes it 
almoſt his whole Employment. Though 


the Theatre is the beſt Affiſtance towards 
this Ruin of Modeſty of any we have, yet 
it is attended with more Inconveniences to 
us young Men at preſent, than any of the 
teſt, and will continue ſo till the ; Reforma- 


niences on the NT as will appear am mo 


1 *%., 
* 


following Accident; which happened. to. 


two young Oxonians. 

They were come to London on a Scheme, 
as it is called among them, in which the 
Playhouſes have a principal Share. After 


dining with them at the Shakeſpear, I accom- 


panied them, at their Requeſt, to the Chances. 
On their obſerving a greater Number of 


Ladies than uſual in the Houſe, one of them 


ſaid to his Fellow Collegian, What a Col- 


election of Girls this bawdy Play has drawn 
* together, and they ſeem to me all new 


Faces! Faith, I thought you and I had 
= ſeen all the Girls i in Town, ſince we came, 


“ beating the Rounds about Covent-Garden, 


un and I do not ſee one of all that vaſt. Variety 


« in the Houſe ; where can theſe come. 
„from? It Is ſtrange Harris has never 
== 1 . 
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cc brought us any of theſe fine Girls. Let us 20 
« down among them and pimp for ourſelves.” 
I perceived their not having had many Oppor- 
tunities of frequenting the Theatres, laid them 
under this Miſtake, for otherwiſe they woulck 
not have wondered, why no Ladies of 
their Acquaintance were there, to whom 
| ſuch luſcious Scenes are no Ways agreeable; 
and why ſo many, whom they called new 
Faces were ſeated in Cluſters; nor would 
they indeed have called them new Faces, 
if they themſelves had ever beet) at the Ol 
Batchelor, Love for Love, Friendſhip in 
' Faſhion, or the London Cuckolds, However 
I did not undeceive them, but let our two 
| Novices try their Fortunes. They had not ſat 
long, before we ſaw a Box in great Confu- 
ſion, and our two young Gentlemen making 
a thouſand Bows, and apologizing, to two 
others in the ſame Box, and then withdraw. 
It ſeems they had been ſtruck with the Wife 
of ka very rich Merchant in the City, and 
ber Siſter, and finding the Ladies very affa- 
ble, and the two Gentlemen who ſat next 
them took no Notice of them, they con- 
cluded theſe Beauties did not belong to 
thoſe Gentlemen, but were willing to bag 
to any that would accept, or rather pay 
for their Company. Our Adventurers there- 
fore informed the Ladies, they had ordered 
a ds 7 to 85 . alter wt Phy; at the 
 Shakeſpesr | 


Ry 6611 5 
| Shaleſpear, and invited them to partake of 
it; this not only ſurprized the Ladies, who 
then perceived what they were taken for, 
but the Huſband, and al overheard 
the kind Invitation. What do you mean, 
« Gentlemen, (ſays one of the confuſed 
« Citizens) do you offer to intrigue with 
% my Wife before my Face? In- 
te trigue, Sir, (ſays one of our unfortunate 
ct Pair) upon my Soul, Sir, we miſtook 
1 Pp og and we heartily beg their 
Fs Pardon, as likewiſe yours. And as they 
were going out of the Box, to return to us, 
they overheard. one of the Gentlemen ſay, 
9 — me, Ladies, you are rightly ſerved, 
te if you will come to ſuch Plays, you muſt 
ee not be offended that you are miſtaken for 
« Women of Pleaſure,” 
On our Return to the Shakeſpear, we COR 
2 to reflect upon the Riſques Gentlemen 
run, from Miſtakes like theſe, which are 
very frequent, and unleſs 2 the Ad- 
vantages we get by the Ladies frequenting 
amorous Plays, would be weakened, nay al- 
moſt deſtroyed, by the Danger of F alling 
into ſome Error; for it is extremely difficult 
to diſcern by the Ladys Looks, whether ſhe 1 
be for our Purpoſe or not, and Looks may 1 
be perceived by thoſe they would conceal 14 
their Intentions from, as well as thoſe they 
would "Oy make happy. Thus while 
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dee hibos: to enjoy a beautiful Angel, we 
may find ourſelves engaged with ſome De- 

vil of a | Huſband; and be ſent to Hell 
by the Sword of our Rival, juſt when we 
4 to be in poſſeſſion: of the Haven 
of our Hopes. This is certainly an Evil 
which ſhould be removed, tho not ſuch 
a one as to make that Method deſireable, 
which was raſhly wiſhed for by the two 
Oxonians, - who narrowly eſcaped. They 
would not have ſuch Plays exhibited at 
all, for they only draw Meg in, they 
- - faid, to hope 7 Alt the Ladies who come to 


them were Game, and they often find 


to their Coſts, they are only tame Dung- 
hill Fowls; or as the Lawyers ſay, not 

Here: Nature, but private Property. 
But the great Uriity of the Play-Houſe 
makes it neceſſary to be encouraged by eve- 
ry Method — can be deviſed; we well 
know the happyEffeRs of intriguing luſcious 
Plays. They are the Darling of the Ladies of 
all Ages and Ranks; I have always thought 
it an Inſtance of Tyranny, in Fathers, Huſ- 
bands, and Brothers, to keep from the 
Fair the luſcious Poems of my Lad Rocheſ- 
ter, and the Novels and Memoirs of Wo- 
men of Pleaſure, that have been the Buſi- 
neſs of us young Fellows, to read over and 
over. To . them che e of 
A 


andre a 


* 
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2 Maſquerade, * thas may have their 
Ears charm'd with the raviſhing Paſſages 


cout of the warmeſt. and moſt luſeious of 
our Plays; their Eyes delighted with be 
Sight of a Shepherd and Shephoadeth, in 


one Corner, an youthful Prince, eagerly 
Ae a raral ge in another; and 


ity, 


1 „ wy paneling 80 3 
Precepts frequently urged, and Examples 


often ſet before the Fair, have upon their 
Affections and Behaviour. Hence there - 
fore to the great Impediment of the Re- 


formation, an Age or two ago, our Fe- 
males were from their Infancy train d up 
with high Notions of Modeſty and Chaſti- 


ty, were habituated to a conſtant, Atten- 


dance on the Church, and had all- theſe 


backed by the Example of their own Mo- 
thers, and thoſe other Ladies of their Neigh- 


bourhood, who were accuſtomed to the 
fame Diſcipline. This Practice has been 
2 to be ſo powerful a way of keep- 


Women in a State of Ignorance of 


5 polite Enjoyments of Life, and from 


uſing that Liberty which they ought as 
freely to enjoy as the Men do, that the 


— of our Reformation artfully think 
3 e of 
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of keeping them from all Precepts 
and Examples, which are to be found at 
Maſquerades, Routs, and every polite Di- 
verſion, from an Apprehenſion, that theſe 
muſt be no leſs effectual to the Deſtruc- 
tion of Chaſtity, than thoſe made uſe of 
by- them, for the Eſtabliſhment of it. 
Hence this enchanting Scene, which 
muſt fill them with Extaſy and extream 
Bliſs, fire the Blood, and inſpire the Soul 
with Love and Deſire, is . too 
frequently, to our loſs, no leſs than theirs, 
kept from the dear Creatures, that they 
may not only be as Chaſte as Ice, but as 
cold too. 
But then the gresteſt Ceontplathr I muſt 
make is, that they are ſo often hindred 
from enjoying thoſe Pleaſures 1 Imagi- 
nation, the Theatres abound in. Love 
has no where a better T te than 
either of them; Poems, Novels, and Maſ- 
querades muſt yield to them; their Pow- 
er and Effects are feeble in compariſon 
of the Influence the Stage has over the 
Paſſions of the Fair; a luſcious Scene, with 
warm Sentiments, lively Deſcriptions, in plain 
intelligible Terms, without the old Obſcurity 
of a double Entendre, and this perform'd 
by a Garrick, a Roſs, or a Barry, has made 
in one Night, more Converts from the low 
and vulgar Regard to Modeſty, than twen- 
* 


: 


TW. 1. Jo 
: y. Maſduetades, (3 whole Volumes. of 
dems, and Memoirs. What Nymph ſo 
cold, whoſe Imagination will not be warm- 
ed by ſome of the High- - wrought Scenes 
| in the Ola Batchelor, or the Way of the 
| Mord What Youth but muſt own, that 
His. amorous Suit owed. more to Mr. Gar- 
rick, who. reviv'd the Play of Friendſhip in 
Faſhion, than to his Taylor, or his ru 
5 175 x for Succeſs? And will it not be con- 
ed, that Mr. Garrick i in the Fair Peni- 
tent, has made as many Caliſta Ss as Lotba- 
70 12 So great indeed has been his Succeſs, - 
that if he will but continue his Perſeve- 
rance for ſome time longer, I believe the 
Exiſtence of Chaſtity will end with this 
Seaſon. I would recommend it to him as 
long as his Theatre is open, to let no Play 
be exhibited, but thoſe which will be ſer- 
viceable to the Cauſe, ſuch as The old Bat- 
chelor, the Fair Penitent, Sir Jobn Brute, 
the Trip to the Jubilee, Friendſhip in Faſhion, 
the Way of the World, the London Cutkolds, 
and the Chances. 
 Parhaps the Manager of went. Garden 
may take it amiſs, that his Services have not 
been mentioned. Though I think he de- 
ſerves our Acknowledgment for his good 
Will, and the Deſire be ſhews of promot- 
ing the Reformation, yet it has received 
leſs Benefit from him, than his Brother in 
C 7 5 * | 
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 Drury-Law, .T hg fame Plays. ate in his 
| Power, and 14 as no B aſon to fear 
oF of Succeſs; from any Inabilities in the 
Performers of his Co pany. But the Pre- 
ference he gives the Pantomime Ntertain- 
ments, has made him negligent in 12 
Degree, of the Opportunity he. 
Rooting out the Prejudices , in e = 
Modeſty and Chaſtity, I am ſenſible. that he 
will urge in his Fayour, that if he has not 
done ſo much in the Theory, he has: not 
been wanting in the \ cattical Part, That 
if Mr. Garrick has brought over many 
Conyerts, from Modeſty and Chaſtity, he 
has taught them how to put in Execution 
what their Inclinations prompt them to. 
He will inſiſt upon it his Pantomime En- 
tertainments, which have nothing in view, 
but to teach -a Lover how to get at his 
Miſtreſs, to convey. Letters and Meſſages 
to her, or to ſhew the Fair various ways 
of deceiving the vigilant Eyes of their Guar- 
dians, Fathers and Huſbands, and to in- 
form them, in whatever Confinement they 
may be, or how ſtrictly ſoever they 
may be watched, by what means they may 
eſcape, and fly into the Arms of their 
Lover, have been as ſerviceable to the 
Cauſe as the Endeavours of Mr Garrict, 
by his revived Comedies, and his putting 
the handſomeſt of his Actors into Cha- 
raRters, Wann have the greateſt Influence, 
in 
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for Chaſtity, he 
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3s raiſing the » Paſſions. and Deſires. of the 
Fair: But I cannot help informing. that 
Gentleman, that he is under a Miſtake; 
for it is very well known, that when Wo- 


men are brought to conſent to an Amour, 
by never want Inſtructions how to put it 


ractice. The only Service Mr. Rich 
has done the Cauſe, is his Manner of 


dreſſing e To ſhew his Contempt 


lours, in Deriſion of that worn by 


 ſeph, the great Example of Chaſtity; han 


"while the Audience are admiring the amo- 


2 Purſuits of Harlequin, they may be 


rought to reflect with Contem pt, on the 


1 of the chaſte, and virtuous Jo. 
72 

The great Helps this Crate has received 
from Maſquerades, the Play-Houſes, Routs, 


and other polite Aſſemblies, cannot be bet- 


ter ſet forth, than by relating how ſucceſs- 
fully I made uſe of them, in an Attack on 


he. Virtue of one of the coldeſt. of the 
Sex.. | 


1 e obſerv· how 5 the he- 


bour and Fatigue of ſuing for the Favours 


of the Fair were diminiſhed by the Di- 


verſions now in vogue: I was therefore 


detained. to try, how far their Influence. 


co uld 
* 


always cloaths his Pan 
tomime Hero, with whom' Amours/ is the 
only Buſineſs, in a Coat of many 1 . 
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( | 
could extend to ſubdue the Fir with= 
out any Profeſſions of Love, Flattery, Ly- 
| ing, Swearing, and ardent Intreaties on my 
part, but leave them to take their Effect, 
only watching the Progreſs of Love, and 
making uſe of the ten Opportunity, | 
when: it ſhould offet. CNS 

I choſe a Lady that had been educated 
with the ſtricteſt Diſcipline, and Who was 
Sigotted to all the Prejudices ir n favour of 
Modeſty and Chaſtity. 1 dernde firſt 
to prepare the way, by carrying her to 
the Play-honſes ; but ſhe had been taught 
that Comedies were ſo full of Obſcenity, 
and fo unfit for the chaſte Ears of a Vir- 
gin, that at firſt I could only prevail on 
her, to let me attend her to a Tragedy. 
I therefore carried her to thoſe Tragedies, 
which were calculated to raiſe the Paſſion 
of Love, and kindle warm Deſires in the 
Heart, ſuch as the Orphan, and the Fair 
Penitent. When I had ſet her little amo- 
rous Soul at work, I found no Difficulty 
to get her to thoſe Comedies, in which 
there are fo many raviſhing Scenes of Love 
carried on with Decency : I ſoon after put 
two or three Novels into her Hands, which 
are moſt in vogue among the Ladies, ſuch 
as Pamela, Joſeph Andrews, Tom Jones, and 
Amelia. When ſhe had been thus induced 
by * 3 of her female Acquain- 
| ORFs 


\ ] 
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| tance, to read theſe Novels, (in which tho' 


the main Deſign is to excite to Virtue; ; 


there are many amorous Adventures inter- 


ſperſed, which were they to be told: before- 


hand to the Ladies, they could not con- 
ſiſtent with Modeſty read them over) my 
little Victim was leſs afraid of being 


| put to the Bluſh, than before ; ſo that I 
eaſily prevailed upon her to go to ſome of 
1 the moſt modeſt of our bawdy Plays. Here 
L ſhe was again betrayed by the Example 
3 of her own Sex; for ſeeing ſuch an un- 
t uſual Appearance of them, gave her Confi- 
„ dence, and made her think, thoſe who 
1 told her ſuch Performances were improper 
th for - chaſte Eyes and Ears, had deceived 
y. her, for ſhe could not believe thoſe Ladies 
85 whom ſhe thought of unimpeachable Chaſ- 
4 tity, would riſque their Reputation, if there 
ie was any Indecency, in being -preſent at 
"= Obſcenity, and Lewdneſs. I ſoon there- 
fore got her to the 0%, Batchelor, - the 
ty Chances, and Plays of that Stamp, where the 
oh Crowds of her Acquaintance ſtill kept her 
we in Countenance; I then thought ſhe was 
but properly prepared for the Memoirs of a 
ch! Woman of Pleaſure. But as I was deter- 
Kn mined to give her all the fair Play poſſi- 
154 ble, and to keep myſelf clear of Suſpicion, 
ved 1 mp thoſe Books, in * a Manner, ; 
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that ſhe: might ſteal them from me, and 
imagine herſelf unſuſpected of having them. 
My Work it will be thought was finiſh- 


| = — though I had overcome her Mo- 


deſty, and Love of Chaſtity, there were 
ſeveral - Obſtacles ſtill to be ſurmounted; 


for thoug ht Was perſuaded of her Inclina- 
tions, dall ſhe was deſirous of Preferving 
her. Reputation, and of grati 


Withes wich the Sanction of Matrimony ; 


ying. her 
for. the feared if ſhe conſented without that 


Tie, ſhe might be deſerted, and ſhare'the 
Fate of Califa, if ſhe were td gratify a 


falſe Lothario. Theſe Difficulties: remain- 
ed which could not be got over, without 
the Arts of ſwearing, promiſing, and de- 
ceiying, . which I was determined not to 


employ; I could not otherwiſe as yet ima- 
gine, ſhe would make any forward Ad- 


vances to me, whom though ſhe might 
like, for the Pleaſures ſhe received from 
. yet ſhe was uncertain of any Affection 
for her on my Part, as I had not given 
her any Reaſon to believe there was. 
I therefore applied. myſelf to remove 
theſe Impediments. I defired a Relation 
of mine, who had no Reaſon to ſuſpect 
my Deſign, to introduce her to two, or 
three polite Routs, where I had no Reaſon 


to imagine the Progreſs 'I had made in 
framing her Mind to MF Purpoſe, would 


be 
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hs be in any Deg ree put back or ITY 
At theſe Rooks I had an Opportunity of 
loſing a few Sums to her, which ſoon got 
the better of her Prejudices for Oeconomy. 


She launched out in gayer Extravagances 


than uſual, imagining that Luck which ſhe 


thought the was favoured with, would laſt 
for eyer. But as on this Occaſion I 2 
the Management of Fortune's Wheel, 

ſometimes let her looſe to try how bor 


Prejudices for Honefty ſtood, and IT ſoon - 
found thoſe ſtubborn Prejudices become ſo 


pliant, as to make it neceffary for me, to 


uſe the like Arts againſt her, to ſtop the 
II- convenience her greedy Avarice would 
have brought on me. I now thought it 
high time to haſten to the Cataſtrophe 
of my Plot. And as I had witiplied" 
over her Honeſty, I thought ſhe had no 
longer a Title to that vulgar Appellation 


of honeft Woman; the Night therefore was 


not far off, which was deſtined for the 
Attack upon her Honour, which I had no 
Reaſon to imagine, would Le ſurvive the 


Loſs of her Honeſty. 


The Scene of Action was to be the 
Maſquerade. But previouſly I determined 
to "4 þ her at a Rout two Nights before, 

would put her abſolutely in my 
Power, by ſtopping the Run of Luck ſhe 

Het” hitherto had, and employing thoſe 


where 


Arts, 
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Arts, by. which ſhe had ſucceeded, againſt 
her. I carried my Deſign ſo far, 1270 1 
parted, from her at two. in the Morning, 
very much in my Debt, and left her to 
meditate on her ill Fortune, and puzzle 
her Brains how ſhe was to repair it. I wait- 
ed on her at Noon with Tickets for the 
next Night's Maſquerade ; where I accom-. 
po her, with that Lady who had firſt 
elped to draw her from her Obſcurity, 
into polite Life. When I was at the Maſ- 
querade, I had Opportunity enough of talk- 
ing alone with her, a Thing that Place 
is particularly commodious for. Vou may 
imagine we had not been long together, be- 
fore ſhe began to lament her Misfortune, 
but chiefly that of her preſent Inability 
of repairing it. I told her that fair Ladies 
always had it in their Power, to repair 
the rae ſhe. talked of, and none. 
more ſo than herſelf. She pretended not 
to underſtand me, though by a Confuſion 
ſhe could not conceal, I ſaw I was not 


only underſtood. by her, but the diſcovered 


to me no Diſlike of the Complement I 
paid her Beauty, as ſhe had not diſco- 
vered in me, that Regard for her,. which 
the Pleaſures I afforded her, made her have 
for me. When her Confuſion was ſome- 
What oyer, ſhe faid with a Bluſh, ſhe 
ſhould embrace every Opportunity of dif- 
charging 


a). 


Sa Dig ll. 1 
brought on her, to a Gentleman ſhe owed 


ſo Dh to on many other Occaſions. I then 
told her ſhe knew many Inſtances of La- 
dies, that had repaired, their Loſſes of one 
Night, by engaging with the ſame Gen- 
tlemen on another. And if ſhe had a 
Mind to retire with me, ſhe might have an 


Opportunity of eaſing herſelf of that Bur- 
den ſhe confeſſed herſelf fo troubled with. 


I perceived her moved, and confounded, 
but preſently Recovering, with broken Sen- 
tences ſhe muttered. ſomething, of the 
World, Peoples Tongues, S0 

underſtood her Meaning, and aſſured her, 
ſhe had no Reaſon for Apprehenſion from 
my Conduct; for if ſhe had any Reliance 
on my Secrecy, in reſpect to the ill For- 
tune ſhe had had, ſhe need not fear any 
want of it in this Matter, which by her 
Kindneſs, was to prove ſo fortunate 2 me. 


In ſhort from what has gone before, and 


from the Circumſtances The was in, and 


the convenient Situation of gratifying her 


Inclinations, without the Fear of a Diſco- 
very, I eaſily prevailed upon her to let me 
draw upon her Banker Love, in diſcharge 
of the Debt ſhe had contracted, by the 
Malice of that ill-natured Deity Fortune, 


We returned to the Maſquerade, and 


joined our Company, without the leaſt 


Suſpicion . 


crecy—1 
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are very quick- fighted, and curious to diſ- 


Tel, had he brought bis Nywphs to this 


4 is . . 
Knowledge and Practice in the like Intrigues, 


cover them in others. But ſo well has the 
God of Love contrived this Temple of his, 
that Intrigues ever paſs undiſcovered in it; 
and the amorous God Jupiter, tho he could 
not deceive the watchful Eyes of his Jealous 
Juno, might have. defied even Argos bim- 


Temple of Love. 

I ſhall back what Has been mid, * y ſetting 
in their true Light | ſome of the great Ad- 
vantages that will ariſe to Society, from this 
Reformation; which were not in view when 
this Defign firſt took place; but muſt be al- 
lowed to be immediate Conſequences of it, 

Fathers and Huſbands, who may, as has 
been ſhewn, be the moſt likely to object to | 
the Project of making their Wives and 
Daughters free to indulge whom they pleaſe, 
muſt conſider how much their laudable Paſ- 
ſion for Gain will be gratified, by being freed 
from the Expence the female Apparel has 
been of to them; an Expence they have long 
1 under, which will ceaſe when the 

n, of going naked is ee n 
the Babies, 

Beſides as no Evils tives been more —— 4 
ful to f xciety, than thoſe ariſing from Jea- 
louſy and Adultery, every Perſon muſt ad- 

| mite 


640) 


mite a Project that will remove them. It is 


well known, that the wiſeſt of Lawgivers, 


Lycurgus, made uſe of this Expedient to 


free the Lacedemonians from them. To 
preſerve Innocence, he ordered that the Wo- 


men in all publick Engagements with the 
Men, ſhould appear naked. To prevent 


Jealouſy and Adultery, he introduced a Cu- 
ſtom among his Countrymen, of lending out 
their Wives to one another, and ſuffering 
the Females to gratify whom they pleaſed. 
If it ſhould ſeem ſtrange, that 0e 

ſhould be preſerved by Women's going 
naked; Adultery be prevented by a Stranger 
lying with a married Woman; and Jealouſy 


by a Wife's gratifying any Paramour ſhe 
ple 


pleaſed; the Reader will ceaſe to wonder and 
condemn this Spartan Policy, when he re- 
collects this well-known Maxim, Contraria 
Contrariis gurantur, which is in Engliſh the 
ſame wid the old Proverb, Tobacco Hic. 
All the Enemies to the Marriage-Bill, 
will have the Pleaſure to ſee that this Refor- 
mation, by bringing Matrimony into Diſuſe, 
will be a Means of. making that Act of no 
Force, tho' they, can't be gratified in the 
Repeal of it. But the Advantages the 
younger Part of Mankind will reap by this 
Change, are many and valuable; we ſhall 
be. freed from the great Trouble and Ex- 


pence of frequenting Routs and all Card- 
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Aſſemblies, in order to 8 among the 
Ladies; where it is ſo often neceſſary to loſe 


our Money to win their Favour ; and we 
are oftentimes oblig'd to cheat them at Cards, 


- becauſe they won't honeſtly conſent to that, 


which their Inclination prompts them to. 
And this Project will be of ſuch Service to 
the Publick in general, that it will remove 


that Inconvenience that has been attempted 


in vain by the 5 ninth it will effectually 
remove that Evil which was in vain at- 


tempted by the AQ againſt Baw dy- Houſes, 
for when this Reformation has entirely tak- 


en place, all the Houſes about Covent-Gar- 


den will be ſhut up, and the Streets will no 
more be thronged with Strumpets that have 
ſo long been offenſive to the Minds of 


| ſober People, and the Deſtruction of young 


Tradeſmen. 


Apprentices and ignorant 


As then it muſt be confeſſed, that Whoring is 
a Diſgrace to a well-ordered Government, 


much more to a Chriſtian People, this Spar- 
ran Project can never be ſufficiently admir'd, 


which will be as effe&ually a Means to free 
the Land of Whoredom, as it can poſſibly be 


of deſtroying Jealouſy, for which urpoſe | it 


was invented by Lycurgus. 
I cannot therefore ſufficiently commend 


the great Merit. of the Ladies, who have 
Join'd fo heartily in the Reformation, from 
; whence o . valuable Advantages will 


accrue 


accrue to every Perſon, and from whence. 
ſuch Honour will be'deriv'd to our Country, 
for reſtoring the Order of Nature, which has 
been hitherto broke into by the Inſtitution 
of Cloathing, and the Notions of Modeſty. 
and Chaſtity. I cannot then do better than 
to finiſh, with a proper Eulogium on- my 
Countrywomen ; compare them with the 
Roman Ladies, and ſhew in what manner the 
latter are excelled by the former. 1 
That the Ladies ſhould part with their 
Jewels and Ornaments, thoſe female Vani- 
ties, Which have been held ſo dear by their 
Sex for Ages, tho' they are to reap as great 
Benefits by it as their Country, muſt be 
looked upon as a ſtrong Inſtance of their 
Spirit of Patriotiſm : a Spirit, no way infe- 
| rior to that, for which the Roman Ladies are 
celebrated, in giving up their Jewels, Gold, 
and Ornaments, at a Time that the Intereſt 
of their Country required it. And as the 
Engliſh Ladies equal the Roman, in ſacri- 
| ficing their Ornaments, ſo much eſteem'd 
| by the. Fair, I muſt add that their Motive is 
the fame. The Roman Ladies did it to 
ſhew they were not inferior to their Fathers, 
| Huſbands and Brothers, in their Love for 
end their Country. And however eminent the 
ave Spirit of Patriotiſm may be thought to ſhine | 
om in my Countrymen. of this Age, it will not be 
will diſputed but it is equalled in the oppoſite Sex. 
rue e D 2 But 
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But the Britiſh Ladies" have another 
Object in View, which they hope to effect 
by laying aſide theſe Gens at vi x. the Re- 
formation above mentioned, che Deſign of 
aboliſhing thoſe Prejudices, which have fo 
18005 prevail'd in the World, and reſtoring 
mple Inſtitutions of Nature z a Deſign 

wet the Reach of a Roman Capacity, which 
could never enter into the Mind of a People 
ſo ſuperſtitiouſly religious, that it was thought 


11 : the higheſt Impiety to deviate in any degree 
| JIM from the Religion of their Country, and not 
AW: | to preſerve the higheſt Veneration for the 
NN COuſtom and Inſtitutions of their Anceſtors ; 
e and their Notions of Modeſty and Chaſtity 
ll | 1 || JS biing carried to ſo extravagant a Height, as 
808 appears from the Stories 'of Lucretia and 
«| 138 Virginia, and from thoſe Opinions they 
Wii | held, that Modeſty was inſeparable from the 
| \3_= Character of a good Woman, and preciſe 
818 Prudery, (for ſuch I muſt call it) was requi- 
MN fite in a Roman Matron, and from the Work 
MN they made about their Veſtal Virgins, ſuffi- 
M Tiently ſhew, how ill ſuited this Reforma- 
© HH tion of my Countrywomen was to the Diſ- 

E poſition of that People. 

Wk The Abhorrence thoſe ſimple Females had 
2Y for going naked, appears from the Artifice of 
= the Romans, in making this Weakneſs of 
. their Women, a Means to deter them from 


—_ : ee the Crime of Suicide, They e- 
|. © ted 
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paſted a Law that e every Woman guilty of 
Self- murder ſhould be SG naked to the 


5 Publick when ſhe was dead; which entirely 
por an end to that Offence. | But this Arti- 


ce would have but little Effect on a Britiſh 


Female; ſhe ſurely could not be wrought 
upon by Threats of expoſing her naked to the 


World, ſuch Threats would be to them like 
the Means practiſed to keep the Females of 
old from encouraging and promoting Rebel- 


lion, viz. telling them, in thoſe Times of 


Confuſion theWomen are expoſed to the Paſ- 


ſions of the prevailing Party, and are con- 


tinually in Danger of Rapes. Theſe were 
made uſe of in vain at the Time of the laſt 


Rebellion; nay, had like rather to have en- 


creaſed it, and would certainly have made it 
more general, had it not been diſcovered 
when ſome Towns had been taken, the Men 
were ſo backward, that the Ladies with great 


Sollicitude enquired, when they would begin 
to raviſh;; and had not their Expectations 
been deceiv'd, I don't know but the Ladies 


might have open'd the Gates of every Town 
beſieg d: The Females of theſe Times are 
not to be terrified with ſuch Bugbears that 
would diſmay the Females of Rome, being 


as much wiſer than them, as our modern Bri- 
_ #ifþ Heroes are mare valiant than the old 


Romans. 
And ſo far are they from thinking 


D Departure from Modeſty a Diſgrace to 


1 their 


n 
3 


1 


an) 


their Sex, chat 5 ate villing «aha 


ſhould be as much acquainted with their In- 
frigues, and Means of effecting this Refor- 
mation, as thoſe of their own Time. The 
Memoirs of Mrs. Pilkington and Con Philip 
will be a living Monument, to prove how 
little of the old Prejudices for Chaſtity"and' 
Modeſty remained among the Females of 
theſe Times; for the Opinion of their Co- 


temporaries will be plain to thoſe of after 


Times, from the many Editions thoſe Books 
have gone through. But the Memoirs and 


Adventures of Lady Frail will give her the 
Appellation of Lucretia; as her Example 


will be allowed to have gone as far in abo- 


7 liſhing Chaſtity and Modeſty, as the Exam- 


ple of the Roman did to the eſtabliſhing of it. 
But the Merit of our Lucretia will, upon a 
nearer Conſideration of the Bchaviour of 
cach, as far tranſcend the Merit of the Ro- 


man, as the Cauſe of the one is greater than 


that of the other. That ſo much boaſted. 


Merit of the Roman Lady depends only upon 
a fingle Act, whereas the Merit which my 


Countrywoman claims, is due to aVariety of 
Inſtances ſhe has given of her Attachment to 


the Caufe. And if it is faid that Lucretia 


facrificed her Life to Chaſtity and Modeſty, 
my Lady Frail muſt be allowed to have de- 
voted hers to the Cauſe ſhe eſpouſed : and 
it muſt be admitted," the TORS which the 
3 | 115 Roman 
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| Roman Lady took to recommend Chaſtity, 


firſt to endure a Rape, and then expiate the * 


imaginary Pollution with Self- murder, was 
not ſo well calculated for that End, as that 
taken by my Countrywoman is to promote 

the Reformation ſhe had in View. For her 
Fame muſt be as glorious in the Opinion of 
Poſterity for her Conduct in the Wars of 
Venus, as that of Julius Ceſar is for his Con- 
duct in thoſe of Mars. As that Hero, when 
he had finiſhed his Labours of the Sword, 
informed Mankind by his Pen, of his Me- 
thod in atchieving great Exploits; ſo our 
Heroine, now her Toil is over, is ſtill in- 
duſtrious for the Cauſe by tranſmitting her 
Labours to Poſterity, It muſt not be paſſed 
over in Silence that we can boaſt of a Vir- 
ginia too; Mrs, W=—— muſt be allowed 
as great an Example in this Reformation, as 
the Roman Virginia was in that unnatural 
Cauſe of Chaſtity, in which ſhe is a boaſted 
Champion ; as that ſubmitted to die to avoid 
the. Perſecution ſhe expected from the Ene- 
mies of Virtue, this lately went into a yolun- 
tary Exile, which is worſe than Death, to, 
avoid the Perſecution ſhe expected from her 
Huſband'and the Enemies of the Reforma- 
tion, 1 
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